
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF MORGAN COUNTY, ALABAMA 

8TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

JANUARY 3, 2025 

MORGAN COUNTY STANDARD VISITATION SCHEDULE 

In any final order of any domestic relations case or case involving visitation (except DHR 

child support, Habeas Corpus, Protection from Abuse and DHR Adult Protection matters) set for 

trial in the 8th Judicial Circuit, it is hereby ORDERED as follows: 

1. The visitation schedule attached hereto as Exhibit “A” shall be known and referenced as 

the January 3, 2025 Standard Visitation Schedule.  

2. The January 3, 2025 Standard Visitation Schedule shall be adopted as the visitation 

schedule in all final orders in domestic relations cases or any cases involving visitation 

when the trial judge assigned to a case adopts the January 3, 2025 Standard Visitation 

Schedule as the applicable visitation schedule in a particular case. 

3. All judges in the 8th Judicial Circuit are free to adopt or reject this schedule at the judge’s 

discretion.  Attorneys practicing before the Courts of the 8th Judicial Circuit may adopt 

the January 3, 2025 visitation schedule for any agreements concerning visitation. 

4. All judges and attorneys practicing in the 8th Judicial Circuit are also free to adopt or 

reference prior Standard Visitation Schedules when the circumstances are appropriate. 

5. This Order supersedes all of the prior Orders which adopted a Standard Visitation 

Schedule for the 8th Judicial Circuit, and shall take effect with respect to trial dockets 

scheduled on or after January 6, 2025. 

The Clerk shall publish this Exhibit “A,” January 3, 2025 Standard Visitation 

Schedule, on the Clerk’s website.   

The Clerk is to provide a copy of this Order with the minutes and records of the 

Court and shall provide copies to Presiding District Judge Shelly Waters, the 

Administrative Director of Courts, all members of the Morgan County Bar association and 

to provide copies to out-of-county attorneys as requested. 

Done this the 3rd day of January, 2025. 

/s/Stephen F. Brown     /s/Jennifer M. Howell 

Stephen F. Brown, Presiding Circuit Judge Jennifer M. Howell, Circuit Judge 

 

 

/s/Charles B. Elliott 

Charles B. Elliott, Circuit Judge 



EXHIBIT “A” 
 

VISITATION SCHEDULE Revised as of January 3, 2025 
 

In the absence of agreement between the parties concerning visitation, the non-

custodial parent shall, at a minimum, be entitled to visit with the child(ren) away from the 

custodial parent’s residence as follows:   

(1) Every other weekend, from Friday when school is dismissed or 4:00 p.m. if 

school is not in session, until the following Monday when the child(ren) return to school 

or 8:00 a.m. if school is not in session.  The first weekend will begin the Friday after the 

visitation order is entered.  After an interruption for a scheduled holiday or special day of 

visitation, alternating weekends shall resume afterwards on the same schedule as if there 

had been no alternating weekend. 

(2) On weeks in which the non-custodial parent will receive weekend visitation 

allowed in paragraph (1) above, from Thursday when school is dismissed, or 4:00 p.m. if 

school is not in session, until the following Monday when the child(ren) return to school 

or 8:00 a.m. if school is not in session.   On weeks in which the non-custodial parent will 

not receive weekend visitation allowed in paragraph (1) above, from Thursday when 

school is dismissed, or 4:00 p.m. if school is not in session, until Friday when the child(ren) 

return to school or 8:00 a.m. if school is not in session. 

(3) Each June, from the first (1st) Friday of that month at 4:00 p.m. until the third 

(3rd) Friday of that month at 8:00 a.m.  The custodial parent shall have no visitation with 

the child(ren) during this period, but shall have reasonable telephone contact.  During 

each June, the non-custodial parent shall have no other visitation with the child(ren). 

(4) Each July, from the second (2nd) Friday of that month at 4:00 p.m. until the 

fourth (4th) Friday of that month at 8:00 a.m.  The custodial parent shall have no visitation 

with the child(ren) during this period, but shall have reasonable telephone contact.  During 

each July, the non-custodial parent shall have no visitation during the first weekend or 

any weekday visit prior to the second Friday of that month. 

(5) Each spring school break from Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. until the following 

Monday when the child(ren) are due back at school.  This visit shall take effect at the first 

spring school break after the child turns five (5) years old.  If there is more than one child, 

this visit shall take place after the oldest child turns five (5) years and shall apply to all 

children regardless of their ages.  If the Friday when school recesses for spring break 

begins a weekend when the non-custodial parent is scheduled for a weekend visit with 

the child(ren) as provided in Paragraph 1 above, then the non-custodial parent’s weekend 

visit shall not take place.  Also, if during spring break the non-custodial parent is 



scheduled for a weekday visit as provided in Paragraph 2 above, then the non-custodial 

parent’s weekday visit shall not take place.  

(6) In years ending with an odd number: 

a. Easter Sunday from 8:00 a.m. until Monday when the child(ren) are due 

back at school or 8:00 a.m. if school is not in session. 

b. Labor Day from 8:00 a.m. until Tuesday when the child(ren) return to school 

or 8:00 a.m. if school is not in session. 

c. In years ending with an even number, the child(ren) shall be with the 

custodial parent for the holidays/special occasions listed above in this Paragraph 6. 

(7) In years ending with an even number: 

a. Memorial Day from 8:00 a.m. until Tuesday when the child(ren) return to 

school or 8:00 a.m. if school is not in session. 

b. July 4th from 8:00 a.m. until the next day at 8:00 a.m. 

c. In years ending with an odd number, the child(ren) shall be with the 

custodial parent for the holidays/special occasions listed above in this Paragraph 7. 

(8) On Thanksgiving Day from 2:00 p.m. until the next day at 9:00 a.m., except that 

the child(ren) shall remain with the non-custodial parent if he/she is scheduled to have a 

regular weekend visit that begins on the Friday after Thanksgiving Day. 

(9) During Christmas holidays in years ending with an even number, from the day 

and time that school turns out until December 25 at 11:00 a.m.  During even-numbered 

years, the child(ren) shall be with the custodial parent from 11:00 a.m. on December 25 

until the non-custodial parent’s next weekend or weekday visit following January 2.  In 

years ending with an odd number, the child(ren)shall be with the non-custodial parent 

from December 25 at 11:00 a.m. until January 2 at 8:00 a.m.  During odd-numbered years, 

the child(ren) shall remain with the custodial parent from the day and time when school 

turns out for the Christmas holidays until December 25 at 11:00 a.m. 

(10) The child(ren) shall be with his/her/their father on Father’s Day each year 
from 8:00 a.m. until the next day when school resumes or until 8:00 a.m. if school is not 
in session.  The child(ren) shall be with his/her/their mother on Mother’s Day each year 
during the same hours. Parent’s Birthday: The parent shall have visitation on the 
parent’s birthday with the child(ren), unless said birthday is on a holiday referenced 
herein, then the parent shall have visitation with the child(ren) on another day as agreed 
to by the parties.   If the parties cannot agree on the amount of time for the parent’s 
birthday visitation, the parent shall receive 3 hours with this child(ren). 

 



(11) The non-custodial parent’s holiday/special occasion visits specified in 
Paragraphs 6 and 7 above shall take place regardless if the holiday/special occasion (a) 
immediately precedes or follows a normal alternate weekend or weekday for the 
child(ren) to be with the non-custodial parent or (b) occurs during a weekend or other 
period when the child(ren) ordinarily would be with the custodial parent.  The same rule 
shall apply to the holidays/special occasions when the child(ren) are to be with the 
custodial parent in accordance with Paragraphs 6 and 7 above. 

 
(12) Both parties shall have reasonable telephone access to the minor children 

while they are in the physical control of the other parent.  The minor children shall also 
have reasonable telephone access to both parties at reasonable times on which the 
parties agree.  If the parties fail to agree, the time shall be the 30 minutes between 7:00 
PM and 7:30 PM. 

 
(13) The party who has the child(ren) on any child’s birthday shall allow all of 

the children to visit with the other parent for three hours on each child’s birthday.  If the 
parties cannot agree, the time designated for the visit is between 5:00 PM and 8:00 PM. 

 
  
 
 


